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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 USC. §102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Tate (US 3924307). 

Tate (figures 2, 3) teaches a device for binding sheet in the form of a print comprising a 
rigid frame 5 including a base surface 7; a first lip defining aperture 10 formed on the rigid 
frame; a second lip formed on the rigid frame, the second lip including a first set of teeth 14 and 
a first gap 19 in the first set of teeth; and flexible arcuate spring member 9 having first and 
second ends, the spring member including a second set of teeth 13, 20 formed at the second end 
of the spring member and a second gap formed in the second set of teeth, wherein the first end 
11, 12 of the spring member is attached to the first lip, and the spring member is placed in a 
closed position by maneuvering the spring member to guide one 13 of the teeth in the second set 
through the first gap 19 and to align the second set of teeth with the first set-of teeth, respectively 
by sliding the spring member 9 in the direction 17. In regard to claim 3, the spring member 9 is 
slidably integrated with the first lip defining the aperture 10. As to claim 5, the teeth 16 extend 
out of the arcuate surface of the spring 9 and thereby define two recesses between the adjacent 
teeth 16 that are each inherently capable of holding a non-planar object. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 4, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Tate 
(US 3924307) in view of Van Buren (US 1869032). 

Tate (figures 2, 3) teaches a device for binding sheet in the form of a print comprising a 
rigid frame 5 including a base surface 7; a first lip defining aperture 10 formed on the rigid 
frame; a second lip formed on the rigid frame, the second lip including a first set of teeth 14 and 
a first gap 19 in the first set of teeth; and flexible arcuate spring member 9 having first and 
second ends, the spring member including a second set of teeth 13, 20 formed at the second end 
of the spring member and a second gap formed in the second set of teeth, wherein the first end 
11, 12 of the spring member is attached to the first lip, and the spring member is placed in a 
closed position by maneuvering the spring member to guide one 13 of the teeth in the second set 
through the first gap 19 and to align the second set of teeth with the first set-of teeth, respectively 
by sliding the spring member 9 in the direction 17. The difference is that the first end of the 
spring is slidably attached to the first lip rather than being rotatably attached. However, Van 
Buren (figures 1,3,4) teaches that it is desirable to detachably secure the first end 25 of the 
spring 24 to the first lip 21 so that it can swing laterally over retaining ridges 22 formed at the 
exterior edges of the first 21 and second 20 lips (page 1, lines 91-99). This permits complete 
removal and reassembly as desired. As it would be advantageous to provide the device of Tate 
with a completely removable connection of the spring so as to permit easy assembly, it would 
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have been obvious to modify the device of Tate as suggested by Van Buren (figures 1, 3, 4) 
teaching that it is desirable to detachably secure the first end 25 of the spring 24 to the first lip 21 
so that it can swing laterally over retaining ridges 22 formed at the exterior edges of the first 21 
and second 20 lips (page 1, lines 91-99). Applicant is reminded that "[I]n considering the 
disclosure of a reference, it is proper to take into account not only specific teachings of the 
reference but also the inferences which one skilled in the art would reasonably be expected to 
draw therefrom " In re Preda, 401 F.2d 825, 826, 159 USPQ 342, 344 (CCPA 1968). As to 
claim 7, the difference relative to Tate is that the device is used to secure a print and lacks a 
cover. However, Van Buren (figure 1) teaches that it is conventional to provide covers to 
binding devices so as to provide added protection to the held sheets when portable or stored. As 
it would be advantageous to provide added protection to the sheets secured by the device of Tate 
when the device is often hand carried or placed in storage, it would have been obvious to modify 
the device of Tate so as to have a cover as taught by Van Buren to be desirable for portability 
and storage. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 6 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Claims 9-16 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
While Tate (US 3924307) teaches a device for binding sheet in the form of a print comprising a 
rigid frame 5 including a base surface 7; a first lip defining aperture 10 formed on the rigid 
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frame; a second lip formed on the rigid frame, the second lip including a first set of teeth 14 and 
a first gap 19 in the first set of teeth; and flexible arcuate spring member 9 having first and 
second ends, the spring member including a second set of teeth 13, 20 formed at the second end 
of the spring member and a second gap formed in the second set of teeth, wherein the first end 
11, 12 of the spring member is attached to the first lip, and the spring member is placed in a 
closed position by maneuvering the spring member to guide one 13 of the teeth in the second set 
through the first gap 19 and to align the second set of teeth with the first set-of teeth, respectively 
by sliding the spring member 9 in the direction 17, there is no suggestion to modify Tate so that 
there is an adjustable spacer block positioned on the spring member so that material is held 
between the spacer block and the base surface when the spring member is in the closed position. 

Conclusion 

The patents of Van Buren (US 1726558, figures 1, 3; US 2234294, figure 1) and Kuroda 
(US 4991269, figure 4) teach pertinent clamping device structure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James R Brittain whose telephone number is 703-308-2222. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M, W & F 5:30-1:30, T 5:30-2:00 & TH 5:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. J. Swann can be reached on 703-306-41 15. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 \1-9\91 (toll-free). 
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